
1 

 

“The Calm before the Storm”  
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Please join me in Job Chapter 1.  This morning we begin a series in the book of Job, an Old 

Testament book that tells the story of the unthinkable suffering of a very godly man.  That is the 

problem that this book addresses.   

 

There are people in this world who are walking with the Lord, walking by faith in Him—who, by 

His grace are growing in holiness of life and purity, being conformed to the ways of the Lord, 

godly people—yet they suffer and experience hardships in the most heart-rending of ways.  The 

book of Job is in the pages of Scripture to help us to think about the reason why that is the case 

here on this earth.   

 

I have titled this series in Job, Inside the Whirlwind.  What we find in the very first chapter of the 

book of Job is that it was some kind of windstorm that led to Job’s deepest pain.  Then when we 

move toward the end of the book when the Lord spoke into the situation, we find that it is from 

the whirlwind that God spoke to Job with the most volume.  I don’t think it is a coincidence that 

we find some kind of wind storm at the beginning, then the Lord speaking from it at the end. 

 

This morning as we attempt to get ourselves set up and oriented for our study of the book of Job, 

we are going to ask four questions.  We are going to spend three months in the land of Uz.  I 

have four questions to get us acquainted with this book as we get started.  I hope that these 

questions and concerns will linger on our hearts all the way through this study.   

 

The four questions we are going to address this morning are: 

 

1. What kind of world do we live in? 

2. What kind of church are we to be? 

3. What kind of Savior do we have? 

4. What kind of man was Job? 

 

Let’s begin with the first question: 

 

1. What kind of world do we live in? 

 

The book of Job is going to present to us a theocentric world.  By that, I mean that God is at the 

center, and He is in the middle of everything.  First and foremost, the book of Job is going to 

instruct us that this is a world created and sustained and governed by the one Almighty God.  
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That word almighty is the preferred title of God throughout this book.  Over and over again, God 

is called The Almighty—Shaddai in the Hebrew.  Of the fifty or so uses of that title for God in 

Scripture, over thirty of them are here in the pages of Job. 

 

We are told that God is the One who reigns over this earth.  He is omnipotent.  He is the One 

who holds all things in His hands, and He has the power to do whatever He pleases.  He presides 

over all things.  He is intricately aware of all the details of each person’s life at the induvial level.  

Not only is He all-powerful, but He is also involved and He is aware.   

 

That is what we mean when we talk about a theocentric—a God-centered world.  Further, in the 

book of Job, a world is presented to us that displays the grandeur and the glory of God’s creative 

wisdom and design in the midst of the world His has made. 

 

What we will find is that the characters of the book of Job were very much attuned to the natural 

realm and what it reveals to them about the power and the nature of the God who created it all.  

In this book, they are going to be talking about the animal kingdom, about geological formations, 

weather patterns, stars, and constellations.  I am happy to report that Job is a very outdoors kind 

of book.   

 

They saw the glory of all that God had made, and they understood that what He has made points 

back to Him.  This is a book that is going to remind all of us that we all need to spend more time 

outdoors than we probably do.  We spend so much time on those blasted screens, but there is so 

much to be learned about the Lord through what He made. 

 

We spent three weeks away.  Many of those days we were at Paradise Campground, about 

twenty miles inland from Santa Barbara.  It was so good to be outside, seeing the rocks and their 

formations.   

 

At the Paradise Campground, there was this flock of wild turkeys that felt totally comfortable 

mingling among the campers.  They did not really say, Gobble, Gobble, Gobble, though.  We 

noticed that they had a much sweeter and softer sound to their voices.  Listening to these birds, it 

was glorious.   

 

One night I was struggling to sleep.  I would fall to sleep but kept waking up.  I was next to the 

open window of the tent.  I was looking up into the sky.  The sky was black except for stars that 

were everywhere.   

 

I have seen maybe three or four shooting stars in my life, but that night I saw several of them just 

within five-minutes before drifting back to sleep.  I think there was some kind of meteor shower 

taking place, and it was glorious.  The heart just says, There is a God who is responsible for that. 

 

This comes across to us very powerfully in Job.  In fact, when the Lord finally spoke at the end 

of the book in Chapter 38, the Lord pointed Job back to all that He had made, as an indication of 

His wisdom by which He governs this world. 
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Psalm 19 indicates that the stars and the planets above are the handiwork of God.  They point to 

His power.  Romans Chapter 1 teaches us that the character and the power of God are on display 

through what He has made.  These things are very, very powerful throughout the book of Job. 

 

What kind of world do we live in?  It is a world governed by The Almighty, filled with glory and 

power of His creative design.  But here is the difficulty, it is also a world that is filled with 

suffering.  There is the experience of painful things.   

 

While there are good things that make our hearts happy in this world, there is also painful things; 

things that cause heartache; things that cause lumpy throats; things that cause heaviness of soul.  

And Job magnified these painful things that occur in this life, even in the lives of those who, by 

God’s grace, are walking in His ways, seeking holiness of life out of appreciation for who He is.   

 

So, the big question that comes to us in the book of Job is how does all of this compute, 

especially the question of suffering of the godly, the redeemed of God in this world who are 

following in His ways. 

 

In the contest of the book of Job, all the way up to the time of Christ, there was basically one 

answer for why people suffered in this world, including godly people.  It comes under the 

umbrella phrase: retribution theology.  The idea is very simple.  There is a one to one 

correspondence between the circumstances of our lives and the pursuit of holiness in our lives 

before the Lord. 

 

So if somebody is experiencing health, wealth and happiness, it is because God is rewarding 

them.  But if somebody is experiencing unusual pain, loss, sickness, devastation, it is because 

God is punishing them.  That is the answer.  So there is some kind of sin and iniquity that needs 

to be weeded out. 

 

That is what was understood in Job’s day, and you can also read this in the Gospels.  There was 

the man born blind and even the disciples of Jesus asked, Who sinned?  Him or his parents that 

has afflicted him?  Jesus responded, This is not because of sin.  This is to display the glory of 

God. 

 

What Job revealed to us about the perspective of retribution theology is that it is woefully 

inadequate and sometimes horrifically misapplied to people’s lives, because what we find in the 

opening chapters of Job is that he was a godly man.  As we will see next week, even God Most 

High had a very high view of Job’s path, pursuing holiness in the fear of the Lord. 

 

What kind of world are we living in?  We are living in a world where there is glory and times of 

happiness, but so much of this life is marked with suffering and we will see in the book of Job 

that God has even glorious, awesome, stunning purposes for the hardships that His people so 

often face. 

 

The next question is: 

 

2. What kind of church are we to be? 
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There is suffering in this world and it is not abnormal for Christians who are on the path of 

sanctification to face suffering as well.  So what kind of church are we to be in the midst of the 

pain and the hardships that we face?  How do we engage one another.  How do we counsel one 

another when these times strike? 

 

Here in the book of Job, I think that we are presented with a picture of how we don’t want to be 

and how we don’t want to conduct ourselves toward one another.  Most of Job consists of a 

dialogue that takes place between Job and his three friends, as they are called in the book. 

 

Their names were Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar.  They were supposed to be Job’s three 

comforters.  However, in the end, they were his three antagonists, who only increased the 

experience of pain that Job had.  What we see at the end of the book of Job when God began 

speaking into the situation, is that Job was vindicated and his friends ended up looking like The 

Three Stooges. 

 

Again, Job Chapters 3 through 31 comprises the friend’s so-called dialogue.  But I don’t think 

dialogue is the right word for it.  It comes off the pages to us more like hot-headed debates.  As 

we think about this picture, it is not a portrayal of four composed men sitting outside together, 

having a kindly conversation as wise sages, searching the problem out carefully and calmly 

together. 

 

Instead, in the book of Job, picture these four men, the three friends and Job included, as men 

with red foreheads, curled noses, pursed lips, spitting with frustration when the time finally came 

for each one to talk again.  These men were frustrated. 

 

Picture these men literally calling each other windbags!  It is here in Job.  They said these things 

about each other:  how much hot air do you have in you?  They got so fed up with each other 

through the course of this book.  They accuse of sin.  They take offense.  They get defensive.  

And it is all very dramatic. 

 

Brothers and sisters, I need to encourage you to be reading these exchanges into the months 

ahead, as we go into this series.  The book of Job has forty-two chapters.  It is a long book.  We 

are not going to be able to study this book in the detail of verse by verse exposition.   

 

I am going to be providing for you the highlights.  Instead of watching all nine innings of the 

game, you are going to get the highlights each week in my message, what I would understand as 

the very punctuated moments.  But you need to read through this and get a sense of the flow of 

thought and dialogue throughout. 

 

Bethel Grace, I sent you an outline and it has the different cycles of interaction these men had.  It 

begins with Job, lamenting his birth.  Then first Eliphaz set in and said, Now, now Job, I see that 

you are suffering, but let’s remember that suffering only comes because God is punishing some 

particular sin.  So let’s get this sorted out so you can repent. 
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Then Job responded to that in the next couple of chapters.  Then Bildad came with his poetic 

speech.  Then Job responded to him.  Finally, here came Zophar.  So you must read each 

exchange one at a time.  That will be at least three or four chapters of this interaction, so that you 

can really see the drama and follow along with what unfolded. 

 

I encourage you to be reading through this and as you do, ask yourself: what kind of church are 

we to be in the midst of the sufferings of life.  Let us be careful in our judgments.  Let us be 

sympathetic.  Don’t assume a one-to-one correlation between the conditions of a person’s life 

and that person’s devotion to the ways of the Lord, so that if they are experiencing good times 

where everything is going right, it is because of uncommon faithfulness to the Lord, and if they 

are suffering, it is because somehow secretly they are being disobedient to the Lord. 

 

The book of Job instructs us very clearly that that is not always the case.  It is probably the case 

less often, but there are times when God disciplines His people for sin.  However, there are so 

many different reasons why we experience pain in this world.  God is sanctifying us.  God is 

forming us in to Christlikeness.  God is tenderizing us. 

 

As we will see in this book, it may be that God is putting on display the glory of enduring faith 

before the angelic realm, both angles and demons.  Putting on display that the people of God 

don’t just worship God because of the earthly benefits that they feel in this life. 

 

Maybe God is allowing suffering in our lives to put on display the power of faith in Him, as He 

is helping us to have this faith that endures even through the pain of life when things are stripped 

away because of the awesome glory and goodness of who He alone is, not because of what He 

gives, but because He is worthy. 

 

Maybe God is putting that on display in the midst of the hardships that we face, so that angels are 

watching and demons are watching and saying, God is at work in powerful ways in the midst of 

the hardships of His people. 

 

So as a church, when we experience suffering or somebody is experiencing deep difficulties, we 

don’t, we don’t go in trying to weed out all the sin that is causing it.  Instead, we come in and we 

sympathize.  Listen to these words from II Corinthians Chapter 1 and Verses 3 and 4: 

 
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 

God of all comfort, 
4
who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to 

comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves 

are comforted by God. 

 

We are to be a church filled with comforters in the midst of the suffering that we experience.  

Never speculate about the sin of other people’s lives as it might correspond to their hardship. 

 

Let’s not be wise in our own sight as to why someone might be going through what they are 

going through.  This is something you don’t want to get wrong, and we need to be humble and 

gracious, because we see here in the book of Job that we have a godly man who was being 

accused of things, and it did not please the Lord. 
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Third: 

 

3. What kind of Savior do we have? 

 

Let’s keep this question close to heart as we go through the things that are laid out before us in 

this book.  Job is often referred to as The Righteous Sufferer of Old Testament Times.   

 

However, over and over again in this series, we are going to be brought back to the One who is 

the true and only Righteous Sufferer.  Job foreshadows one Man whose greatness even exceeded 

Job’s and whose suffering took Him deeper than Job’s; whose perfect obedience to the Father 

was only anticipated in faint outlines by Job. 

 

We are talking about Jesus, who suffered for us.  Jesus is the One who was not only blameless, 

but also sinless.  There is a difference between the two, as we will consider this week and next 

week.  Jesus alone is sinless.  Not Job, but Jesus alone is the One who had no sin; who lived a 

life of absolute purity, beginning to end; a life of perfect righteousness. 

 

In this life He was despised and rejected by men.  On the cross He was cursed and smitten by 

God for sinners like us.  Through His righteousness the many are made righteous through faith.  

But Jesus came into this world and He suffered as One who had no sin.   

 

Not only is Jesus the One who atones for our sins, but He is declared in Scripture to be our 

Sympathetic High Priest, who has a heart and an understanding of the painful things that we 

experience in this life and who desires to uphold us through those things with His mercy, grace, 

and His love.  We are going to be brought back to Jesus repeatedly as ultimately, all things 

written in the pages of Scripture point us to our Savior.   

 

These three questions being considered, let’s go to one more question.  Then we will spend our 

time ahead weighting it up.  Let’s get introduced to Job.   

 

4. What kind of man was Job? 

 

With the first three questions providing a brief introduction to the book of Job as a whole, now 

let’s receive our introduction to the man himself and his times and his character.  Let’s take a 

look at what is written for us in Job Chapter 1 and Verses 1 through 5: 

 
1
There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was 

blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil.  
2
There 

were born to him seven sons and three daughters.  
3
He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 

camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 female donkeys, and very many servants, so that 

this man was the greatest of all the people of the east.  
4
His sons used to go and hold 

a feast in the house of each one on his day, and they would send and invite their 

three sisters to eat and drink with them.  
5
And when the days of the feast had run 

their course, Job would send and consecrate them, and he would rise early in the 

morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all.  For Job 
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said, “It may be that my children have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.”  

Thus Job did continually. 

 

And so the curtain opens to the land of Uz and to the life of Job.  It draws upon an ideal setting in 

our minds of the picture of how we would like things in this world to go. 

 

Job is presented to us as a godly man, a good man, and good things were happening in his life.  

Things were going very, very well for him, a good guy before the Lord.  That is how we want 

things to be. 

 

Yet, what we know is that what we just read is in fact the calm before the storm.  We are taken to 

the land of Uz, just outside the land of Israel.  According to the writings of Jeremiah in 

Lamentations, this land Uz was in the region of Edom, just to the south and east of the Holy 

Land. 

 

We are told that Job had ten children.  Seven sons and three daughters.  We are not told their 

ages, but it would seem to me that they were probably in their early teens into their early 

twenties.  It would seem that they were in that young adult phase of life.   

 

I gather this because on the one hand, they were in their own living places.  They had their own 

houses, yet there was a very clear sense in which they still were very much under Job’s provision 

and spiritual care.  Job had authority and very clearly applied in his care for his family.   

 

We are not told just exactly how old Job was, but I picture Job as a man probably in his fifties in 

the prime of his life.  His business were going well.  He was seeking the Lord.  It seemed that he 

was a picture of what it looks like when life is smiling on us. 

 

That is how the introduction of Job comes.  As we think about placing the book of Job in the 

timeline of the biblical narrative, I would understand that Job lived probably about the time of 

Abraham the patriarch there in the first half of Genesis.   

 

The conclusion about this timeline for Job is based on several considerations.  I will mention a 

couple of them.  First, just the length of Job’s life.  We are told in Chapter 42:16 that Job lived an 

additional one-hundred and forty years after the events of this book. 

 

So if he was somewhere in his forties or fifties, that means that Job lived probably somewhere 

close to two-hundred years.  That was his lifespan, the life span that is comparable to that 

patriarchal period.  We learn in Genesis Chapter 25:7 that Abraham lived a hundred-seventy-

five-years. 

 

Moses wrote some of the psalms and in some of those psalms, by his time Moses said, Look, you 

can expect to have about seventy-five years.  Anything beyond that is a blessing.  Life span by 

then was more like what we would expect in our time. 
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In addition to the life span of Job, we see that Job was carrying out priestly functions in his 

family, actually carrying out animal sacrifices in a way similar to Noah after the flood, and in a 

way similar to Abraham. 

 

So this would indicate that Job’s life took place before the sacrificial system was set up by the 

Mosaic Law, when it would have become inappropriate for family heads to make this kind of 

sacrifice. 

 

That is a little bit about Job.  We are going to look into a little more detail about what it says 

about him and his character.  But understand, there is a historical setting and a geographic 

location that Job’s life is pinned to.  

 

Understand that this book is presenting to us real people who lived on this earth.  It is not a myth 

or a legend or an allegory.  This comes to us as an historical account.  When the other authors of 

Scripture refer back to Job, they refer to him as a man who actually and literally lived.  

 

What kind of man was Job?  That is the forth question.  Let’s now see six attributes of his life.  

The first four are given to us in Verse 1.   

 
1
There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was 

blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. 
 

Right at the beginning, four things are declared about this man Job.  Four points about his 

character.  The first one is this: 

 

 a. Job was blameless (1:1) 

 

What this means is that he was a man of personal integrity before the Lord in his battle against 

the sinful nature.  Blamelessness is not the same as sinlessness.  Job was not a sinless man.  

There is only one human being in the history of the world who lived a sinless life, beginning to 

end.  His Name is Jesus! 

 

When we look at the things that Job said in Chapters 13 and 14, we see that even Job was aware 

of his own sin.  He talked about the iniquity of his youth, serious sin that he committed in his 

younger days.  In Chapter 14 and Verses 1 through 4, Job talked about the fact that no one born 

in this world is pure. 

 

Then when you get into Chapter 14 and Verses 15 and 16, Job talked about the fact that there 

were still sins in his life.  Blamelessness is not sinlessness, but blamelessness speaks of a 

genuine, authentic pursuit of a godly life.  So, Job was walking the path of sanctification.  If you 

were to take a good close look behind the scenes, there was not some heinous sin that Job was 

covering over.  Rather, he was engaged in an ongoing battle against the sin in his life.   

 

Another way of putting it is that blamelessness is the opposite of hypocrisy.  Job was not a man 

who would have claimed that he was perfectly sinless by any means.  But he was fighting the 

good fight against sin.  What he said is, Look, my conscious is clear.  There is not something 
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happening in my life that I am hiding from you or from God that would have brought this upon 

me.  Job is going to say these kinds of things. 

 

Understand this, this is not only the sacred text inspired of the Spirit, but twice in the chapters 

ahead, God is going to say that Job is blameless.  He is blameless.  This is the headline attribute 

about Job.  It is the first thing that is said about him.   

 

So we need to hold on to what is written here as we take in what is coming through the rest of the 

book because when Job’s three amigos come, the pivotal issue is going be, Job, you are not 

blameless.  You are engaging in some kind of hypocrisy and we need to get it taken care of. 

 

Job was blameless.  But also: 

 

 b. Job was upright (1:1) 

 

This shifts the focus slightly from what Job did behind closed doors to what Job was in his public 

and personal interactions with people.  He was an upright man.  He treated people well.  He lived 

in the pattern of being honest and forthright and straightforward.  He was not going around doing 

people wrong. 

 

Job was blameless.  He was upright.  And: 

 

c. Job was reverent (1:1) 
 

He was one who feared God, the text says.  Job knew that there was a God and that He was holy 

and that He was good; that this God was all powerful, and Job knew that he was accountable to 

this God.  So he was a worshipful man. 

 

As we continue, we also understand that: 

 

 d. Job was sanctified (1:1) 

 

He was pursuing a life of holiness.  He was one who turned away from evil.  Job’s character was 

marked by daily repentance; a habitual turning away from evil thoughts, words, and deeds.  So 

we see this quality of Job’s life laid out for us, and this is foundational as we see what is yet to 

come; as the dialogue and the debate about Job’s life begins with his three friends.   

 

There is more that we learn about Job here in this text.  Not only was Job sanctified, but: 

 

 e. Job was wealthy (1:3) 

 

Job was a very wealthy man.  What does it say about him in Verse 3?  First, it says that Job 

possessed 7,000 sheep.  What is the product that comes from sheep?  You shave the sheep and 

get a whole lot of wool.  These sheep produced lots of wool.  I would imagine Job sold some 

sheep.  I imagine he probably manufactured things from their wool as well.   
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As we try to bring this into contemporary terms, think of Job as the owner of a massive retail 

store.  Imagine Job as owning a big, giant store that has wool coats, wool suits, hats, curtains, 

rugs.  And this store is huge.  It is like the wool emporium, and Job is the owner of it. 

 

Not only did Job possess 7,000 sheep, but he owned 3,000 camels.  Camels were prestigious 

animals of transportation.  If you had to travel, camels were the way to go.  This is like saying 

that Job owned a luxury automobile dealership. 

 

In the first service outdoors, we all agreed that we would not mind owing a vehicle that came 

from the Bavarian Motor Works—BMW!  Imagine Job having a lot with 3,000 such vehicles on 

it to sell. 

 

Not only that, Job also had 500 yoke of oxen.  Oxen were farm animals.  They pulled plows.  

Bringing this into our time, he also had a tractor lot.  Imagine Job had a portion of his property 

with 500 top quality John Deere tractors for sale.   

 

That’s not all!  There is even more.  This text tells us that Job had 500 female donkeys as well.  

A donkey, it was a beast of burden that carried people and cargo.  If you will forgive me with my 

continued attempt to try and modernize this a little bit and give us an understanding of how much 

Job had, the donkey is another animal of transportation that carried both people and cargo.  So 

let’s say that Job had 500 Ford trucks too.   

 

Not only that, Job had a massive staff that managed all his property for him.  Job was a wealthy 

man, to say the least.  So that we read in Verse 3: 

 
3
… this man was the greatest of all the people of the east. 

 

One commentator said, In every way, Job’s wealth surpassed that of any sheik of the ancient 

east.  I got a kick out that language of an ancient sheik.   

 

Job had all this.  Brothers and sisters, he was like the godly version of a Jeff Bezos or Bill Gates.  

He was a devout mogul and tycoon who lived in the fear of the Living God.  He had all of these 

possessions, and notice what it says, he possessed them.  Job had possession of his possessions 

and his possessions did not have possession over him. 

 

We in Southern California, we have wealth.  We have lots of things.  The vast majority of the 

people on this earth I think would switch places with just about any one of us anytime.  We don’t 

have as much as Job, yet I wonder how many of us sometimes feel like, No, I have my stuff and I 

need to protect it.  It is mine!  However, Job was a man who was generous with his wealth.   

 

I think what is written about Job in Chapters 29 through 31 are very important.  In those 

chapters, Job gives his final speech after the dialogues subside.  In Chapter 29, he talked about 

his life prior to the storm that hit. 

 

Then in Chapter 30, Job talked about what he experienced when the storm hit.  In Chapter 31, he 

gave a final account—If I am being punished for some sin, I don’t know which one it is.  Job 
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gave this account of himself and so much of that is an account of how he used his wealth in such 

generous ways. 

 

Those are important chapters.  I encourage you to read them, as you will get to know Job better.  

In Chapter 31, what we find is that Job never was unfair to any of his maid servants or his man 

servants.  He was fair.  He provided for them well.  He took ample care of his staff, and he was 

not abusive toward them.  I bet Job’s servants were so glad to be on his staff.   

 

We read that Job did not withhold anything that the poor desired from him.  He provided for 

people.  He did not lock himself away in some compound.  Job was aware of the poverty of 

people, and he gave freely.  Whatever they asked for, he gave to them. 

 

Job never ate alone.  He had a heart for the fatherless and he did not just ship food to them.  

What we have described in the book of Job is that they came and ate from the same serving dish 

that Job’s plate was receiving its food from.  Job did that on a regular basis.  They ate from his 

table. 

 

If Job saw anybody without clothing, he would take his products of wool and he would cover 

them and provide for them.  He was amazingly generous in his use of all his wealth.  Job was 

among the godly wealthy on this earth. 

 

Then finally, there is one more characteristic about Job.  This is vitally important as we think 

about what is ahead of us, especially next week in the pain that Job felt.   

 

 f. Job was paternal (1:4-5) 

 

He was fatherly.  He was fatherly in the best possible sense of the word.  Job was vitally 

concerned for the welfare of his children, especially their spiritual wellbeing.   

 

Job treasured his children above all as it is indicated for us here in this text.  Let’s see how this 

unfolds in Verses 4 through 6.  Verse 4: 

 
4
His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one on his day, and they 

would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them.   

 

Understand what is not being presented to us here.  This is not a picture of the children of Job 

being a bunch party animals.  Incessant partying, day in and day out, so that we would identify 

them as trust-fund brats—a life of dissipation they did not earn, but was handed down to them.  

That is not what is being depicted here. 

 

Yes, there were celebrations taking place, but it says that the children would gather for a feast in 

the house of each one on his day.  That doesn’t mean that with the seven sons every day of the 

week, each one of them had a day that they held a party, so that seven days a week, fifty-two 

weeks a year, they were partying with feasts. 
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When is says on his day, it is talking about his birthday.  I’m turning forty-seven tomorrow and 

we are going celebrated life with some smoked meats.  I thought it was delightful how every 

single commentary I have been reading in the book of Job says that these are birthday parties. 

 

Yes, they are celebrating life and yes, they had the means to do so.  They probably had some 

pretty sumptuous feasts.  But the real picture that is provided here is one of family unity and 

harmony.  They enjoyed being together over and over again throughout the calendar year. 

 

This was a healthy family as depicted here.  Even the big brothers said, Yes, get the little sisters 

to come to.  Even the brothers wanted to be together.  I will neither acknowledge nor deny that 

boys within a home conflict with one another!  But this is a picture of harmony. 

 

What we see is that in the midst of all of this, Job had the ongoing burden for his children in his 

heart.  Verse 5: 

 
5
And when the days of the feast had run their course, Job would send and 

consecrate them, and he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings 

according to the number of them all.  For Job said, “It may be that my children 

have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.”  Thus Job did continually. 

 

Year after year.  Party after party.  Sacrifice after sacrifice.  Understand here: Job was familiar 

with the doctrine of sin.  He was concerned that his children had perhaps sinned, either in their 

behavior or in their hearts with some kind of bitterness toward the Lord. 

 

Job knew how the heart was prone to wander, just as we sang in that theologically rich song this 

morning.  Job did not know that they had committed some sin.  He was not making atonement 

for something that he knew about, but he knew that it was possible. 

 

Job knew that we all are capable of sin.  It went even deeper.  Job was concerned that sin could 

be something that perhaps didn’t even manifest itself externally, but internally.  Perhaps there 

was resentment in their hearts that there was a God that created them and that was Lord over 

them, and authoritatively laid out how life was to be lived. 

 

Maybe they resented this and wanted to live life their own way, being the captain of their own 

ship.  And maybe there was bitterness to the Lord in their hearts.  This was a concern for Job.  So 

after these parties, Job would get them up early in the morning.  He would exert and assert his 

authority as the head of his home. 

 

He would call them to come out.  There would be some kind of consecration, some kind of ritual 

cleansing.  Then Job would perform sacrifices for them all.  He would offer a burnt offering for 

each one of them on each occasion. 

 

A little later in the history of Israel we find that the burnt offering was the costliest of all of the 

offerings and sacrifices because the entire animal was consumed.  In many of the sacrifices, 

portions were set apart for the protein that they provided, so that they could be consumed and 

people would be nourished by them. 
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The whole burnt offering was consumed.  The burnt offering pictures the hot anger of God 

burning up the animal in the place of the worshiper, whose sin would have made them liable to 

be burned up in the presence of God. 

 

So Job was seeking to give his children grave sobriety about the seriousness of sin.  And boy-oh-

boy, he was teaching them lessons that would be very, very hard to forget, as he did this every 

year over and over again. 

 

Imagine on the birthday just celebrated, Job setting up the sacrifice on the alter.  He said, This 

one is for you.  He lit the fire and the animal was consumed and his son or daughter watched this 

inferno and thinks, This is what would happen to me.  This is what my sin would deserve apart 

from a sacrifice being made for me. 

 

But Job did not stop there, he went on to the next child and said, this is for you.  Then it unfolded 

yet again.  Each one until each of the children was covered, thus Job did continually.  Year after 

year, godly Job provided sacrifices of atonement for any secret sin or any hidden sin in his 

child’s heart.  Are you beginning to see the kind of man that Job was, and how important these 

children were to him?  How he cared for them and how he loved them?   

 

I studied this and I began thinking about the exercise of my own authority as a father, and I 

would encourage the men, fathers, and the heads of homes at Bethel Grace to follow Job’s 

example and assert your spiritual authority, pointing your children back repeatedly, your wife 

back, your grandchildren back to the one sacrifice that was made for sin.  Our sin is so serious 

that the Son of God was pulverized by the wrath of God in our place, making atonement for the 

sins that we have committed.   

 

That is the kind of man Job was.  That is kind of men that we need to be.  How desperately this 

nation of ours needs spiritual godly men with the truth of God in their hearts, asserting the 

spiritual authority and influence that God has given them responsibility for. 

 

Fathers are necessary.  Fathers are needed.  You wonder how many of these wildfires would be 

occurring in this country right now if more father’s had been more present in the lives of their 

families, teaching them respect for authority.  These are awesome things that we need to be 

considering here in this text.   

 

I finish with this.  This is the calm before the storm.  This was the pattern of Job’s life, but soon 

his dear ones would be taken.  They would be gone.  Brothers and sisters, beloved at Bethel 

Grace, there is not guarantee that your dearest and nearest ones will be here next week. 

 

There is no guarantee that you will be with them next week.  So make the most of the time.  

What are the things that you ought to be saying to them?  What are the things that you would be 

wanting them to know if these were your last days on earth, or their last days on earth?  What 

would you have them know? 
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We need to stop more often and have serious conversations that convey love and the love of God 

and the fear of the Lord.  Brothers and sisters, not only those who are your nearest and dearest, 

what about the people that you are most frustrated with, that drive you absolutely nuts?  We also 

love our enemies.  What would you have them know? 

 

Job was living life by the grace of  God.  The Spirit of God was moving upon him.  I think that 

Job’s discipline as revealed in this text, it reveals our complacency, and it reminds me that I am a 

man, not only in need of a Savior who is going to save me from the penalty my sin deserves, but 

a Savior who is going to lift me up and energize me toward the life that He can produce in me, as 

I am filled with His Spirit. 

 

Taking a look at a life like Job’s, we can all be squirming a little bit saying, Lord, how I need 

Your grace to wash over me, to fill me up, and to prompt a life of godliness, lived in the fear of 

the Lord by the work of Your hand upon me and with Your Spirit within me. 

 

For next week, read Job Chapter 1.  I hope you are reading through the book of Job.  But let’s be 

ready for what comes next as we finish Chapter 1 next week. 

 

Will you join me in a word of prayer? 

 

 

 


